Become an original co-sponsor of the State Defense Force Improvement
Act

Sending Office: Honorable Joe Wilson

Sent By: Brett. Tinder@mail.-house.gov

Dear colleague,

Please join us as an original co-sponsor of the State Defense Force Improvement Act. State Defense Forces (SDF)
are a volunteer, trained, and organized response force ready to respond to the needs of their state, typically in
response to natural disasters. SDFs provide unique response capabilities that seamlessly integrate with their National
Guard counterparts, as well as civil authorities in their state’s disaster response system.

In a time of limited resources and increasing natural disasters, it is critical to clarify federal law to fully leverage the
existing state defense force capabilities. Doing so relieves requirements on the National Guard as it supports an
increasing number of federal responsibilities.

SDFs across the country leverage the power of all-volunteer forces to develop wildland firefighting hand crews,
inland and littoral search and rescue, and specialty teams such as cybersecurity, medical, legal, security, and maritime.
These forces train for free year-round and are ready to respond to their needs of their states.

In 2020 alone, over 1,200 SDF personnel were mobilized across the country in support of pandemic response
missions, including:

» California State Guard trained with CalFire and served on the fire lines with the National Guard.
e New York State Guard deployed with their National Guard counterparts for COVID-19 vaccination missions.
» Texas State Guard activated to stand up and staff warming shelters during severe winter snowstorms.

The State Defense Force Improvement Act revises 32 USC 109 to delete confusing enumerations of prohibitions that
currently prevent states from fully employing their state defense forces. The revised language supports the DoD
Inspector General’s recommendation that SDFs “be considered as any other State agency with respect to State
Defense Forces preparation for and participation in Federal responses, and the related use of Federal equipment” for
those specified and directed missions.

For more information or to sign on as an original co-sponsor, please contact my office at
brett.tinder@mail.house.gov.

Joe Wilson

Member of Congress




